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[Music] this is a cbs news special reporter [Music] from the kennedy space center in florida here is dan rather 
good day from the sun splash kennedy space center here in florida it's a space shot for the ages and the 
aging and the next space age right behind me back there space shuttle discovery is all tanked up and fuel to 
go 30 minutes from now at the top of the hour the mighty shuttle stands unprotected in plain sight now out 
there on launch pad 39 b inside now are the seven crew members after a steak and eggs breakfast 77 year 
old john glenn and the others suited up and went to the pad for final boarding of course so much of the sky- 
high publicity and history here today is that senator glenn is fixing to be the oldest person ever in space 36 
years after his and america's first trip to orbit it's bumper-to-bumper for the winnebago crowd gathered along 
the florida space coastline today crowds haven't been this big in years and they are the v vips including 
president clinton and first lady hillary rotten clinton leading the dignitaries who get a close vip look let's check 
in with our cbs news space consultant bill harwood now for a quick status report on the launch bill dan so far 
it's been a textbook countdown the weather is absolutely flawless no problems at pad 39b the crew is 
strapped in john glenn looks comfortable they all look like they're ready to go and i think they're optimistic 
about getting off on time and that hurricane down the caribbean no effect whatsoever no effect until this 
weekend next week of course is another matter but they're going to get off today they think right now the 
crew of discovery has been on board the shuttle for about two and a half 
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the shuttle for about two and a half hours now let's give you a look inside here is where the crew sits during 
takeoff on board the shuttle discovery seated in the mid-deck japanese flyer chiaki mukhai and senator john 
glenn both payload specialists and mission specialist stephen robinson upstairs on the flight deck pilot 
stephen lindsey pedro duque spain's first astronaut and scott parazynski both mission specialists and 
commander kurt brown in discovery's payload bay the spacehab module a pressurized laboratory where 
many scientific experiments will be conducted the mechanical arm will deploy and retrieve spartan 201 a 
satellite to study the sun the host module contains a computer and other parts to be tested before being 
installed on the hubble telescope in the back the international extreme ultraviolet hitchhiker will study the 
earth's upper atmosphere and other experiments coming up here on cbs a chat with walter cronkite about 
the glenn launch some 36 years ago a conversation with john glenn about the mission that he's on and his 
hopes and fears we'll hear from former mercury astronaut and john glenn colleague gordon cooper who joins 
us here at the kennedy space center and we'll hear from cynthia bowers at the john glenn high school in the 
senator's ohio hometown so stick in here with us pilot lindsay's in the process of configuring the cockpit 
displays for [Music] [Applause] [Music] launch john glenn return to space sponsored in part by boeing a 
partner in the u.s space program since the beginning our cbs news medical consultant with us 
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our cbs news medical consultant with us here at the kennedy space center today is dr bernardine healey of 
ohio state university thanks for being with us what about the medical risks to john glenn real or imagined well 
i think they're always real when a 77 year old man goes up into space but we don't know the answer to that 
because no one has ever been there he is a pioneer and what about the studies and experiments are you 
going to do worth the time and trouble well i think so i think that you you have to answer these questions 
space is a model for aging i think some of the the discoveries they can make up there can have relevance to 
people on earth and remember up in space you can't have more than one or two data points but uh but i 
think it will be relevant dr eli thanks for being with us today we'll talk to you as we go along the countdown 
clock is ticking off the moments until the shuttle discovery lifts off remember it's supposed to lift off as we 
come to the top of the hour now using some exclusive satellite imagery here's a quick tour of this kennedy 
space center here at the cbs news building we're as close to the launch pad as any civilians can be several 
hundred feet away from us is the launch control center where the countdown takes place next door the 
massive vehicle assembly building 50 stories high where shuttles are refitted and assembled on booster 
rockets shuttles are rolled out along the crawler way to the two launch pads on your right pad a on your left 
pad b where this shuttle is to be launched at takeoff the shuttle launches to the east this is a different place 
than it was in 1962 when john glenn lifted off for his history-making flight to get a feel for how it was back 
then i sat down a few days ago on board the uss intrepid sea air and space museum in new york with our 
friend and colleague walter cronkite who covered the glen launch for cbs news 36 years ago we'll take me 
back to 1962 and first tell me what the pressures were on the united states we were behind in the space race 
oh we were very much behind in the space race the uh we'd taken a really a psychic shock when 
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we'd taken a really a psychic shock when uh the russians put up the first hall the first satellite and then put 
up the first man in orbit when kegar and yuri gagarin circled the earth we were we were in a state of almost 
hysteria in this country each one's tension is mounting here at cape canaveral let's talk about the day of the 
flight uh the anxiety was quite high and that was reflected i think in the reporting four three two the 
countdown starts you get lift off ignitions lift off like a lot of people i've seen and heard your broadcasting just 
many times over the years you're pretty calm cool collected and steady as it lifts off and go goes up but as it 
begins to look like it's going to make it at that critical point was the go baby looks like a good flight oh go 
baby remember that i dropped my impartiality for a moment tell me about that well it just burst out uh the idea 
of man exploring space so finally getting out there and this last great frontier so-called the the excitement of 
that always i had to fight off my own excitement to try to do an impartial report ma6 vehicle is climbing nicely 
on that first it was clear that the rocket had cleared the pad and was on its way to space i just uh i just let it 
have let let myself loose i said go baby go go baby you know and that's the way i felt all reports from mercury 
control is sounding good six vehicles and he was up for a number of hours four hours plus four hours plus 
almost five now we've seen the pictures of crowds in grand central station 
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central station in new york gathering and they got larger as the flight progressed the public shared i think of 
the the danger of the flight could we do it there was a big question mark there was it going to work were we 
going to be sacrificing this young marine in this attempt to to gain in the space race the important thing now 
is this john glenn in a successful orbit or not that orbit must be absolutely perfect i don't think there was a 
person in america who wasn't keeping touch with that flight in some form or another but relive for me those 
moments when he was re-entering the atmosphere and the question on everybody's mind was is the heat 
shield going to work yeah it was as difficult delicate and dramatic a moment as i've ever had to report on the 
air there's a blackout period in which we did not know what was happening to john glenn was he being 
incinerated there would we hear from him again ever and and that that blackout period was so intense 
waiting for that first signal that first voice communication from the spacecraft my condition is good but that 
was a real fireball boy john glenn and the capsule make it through now describe for me what you remember 


of the scene when he was greeted uh it was a moment of such uh success the the lifting but the whole 
burden of being behind the soviets was suddenly there in the manifestation of this one man uh it uh it we had 
a hero and that was one thing we hadn't had a hero for a while and suddenly we had a new hero there he 
was standing right there in front of us that was yesterday 1962 this is today 
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that was yesterday 1962 this is today now do not be misled the countdown has gone picture-perfect so far 
there's a built-in 10-minute hold so the countdown clock shows nine minutes but you have to add 10 minutes 
to that the launch is still scheduled to go at the top of the hour at two o'clock and we'll be back with more cbs 
coverage of space shuttle discovery's launch in a moment back live here at the kennedy space center in 
florida the clock shows nine minutes and holding there was a routine hold of 10 minutes built in but possible 
underscore the word possible difficulties suddenly have developed here's bill harvard to tell us about it bill 
and they've had a couple of alarms go off as they leak check the cabin after they shut the hatch they always 
run leak checks to make sure the integrity of the crew module is tight they've had an alarm go off twice 
they're trying to troubleshoot and figure out why not clear yet if this will delay the launch they may be able to 
fix it in time thanks bill to make clear what's happened here they stopped the clock with the countdown with 
nine minutes to go this was routine built-in hold for 10 minutes while we're in that routine 10-minute hold this 
possible difficulty with the lights in there developed and so we don't know yet whether they're going to come 
out of the 10-minute hole previously scheduled on schedule can't say for certain right now that the launch is 
going to go it's straight up 2 o'clock eastern time on the hour we'll keep you posted as we go along now this 
flight has drawn a million onlookers to the florida coastline today there's a full complement of vips including 
the president and many members of congress here at the kennedy space center and at the smithsonian air 
and space museum on the mall in washington john glenn's original mercury capsule is on display in drawing 
crowds today just as it does every day and interest is particularly high at a 
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and interest is particularly high at a certain high school in new concord ohio cbs news correspondent cynthia 
bowers is there cynthia good afternoon dan electricity is in the air here at john glenn high school in new 
concord ohio hundreds of students have gathered in the gymnasium anxiously awaiting today's launch they 
will watch on a big projection screen after all discovery carries a hometown hero this picture postcard town of 
2000 nestled in the rolling hills of ohio is the place where john glenn grew up went to school met his wife 
annie and much of this town's identity is wrapped up in john glenn this is the wood framed house where he 
once lived which his family still owns it is located on friendship drive which is named after his original 
spacecraft and here at john glenn high school many of the students see him as an inspiration and a reminder 
there are no boundaries to what they can achieve there's not a lot of people living the concord and for 
somebody to be from a town so small and still have such a big impact on the world it's kind of neat that he 
came from here here students feel a special attachment to the oldest astronaut this is a small town but he is 
still big news excitement is building i don't know if they know about possible delays yet dan there is electricity 
as i said in the air thanks cynthia there's electricity and also a question in the air here at the kennedy space 
center nine minutes and holding the built-in routine 10-minute hold on the countdown slight possible problem 
with some lights were being checked out the last information we had was sounding optimistic we'll know in 
about two or three minutes whether they're going to pick up the countdown on schedule as of right now our 
expectation is the launch will go as scheduled at the top of the hour and changing that we'll let you know right 
away we had an opportunity a few days ago to sit down one-on-one with john glenn this american hero didn't 
seem worried about the rigors of his upcoming flight 
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about the rigors of his upcoming flight only about doing a really good job once he's up there in space and we 
have a scale here of the mercury capsule in which you went aloft what scale is it that then is a one to ten 
model and that's hard to believe but really ten times the width of that thing you've spread that out it's about 


six feet and that if i put my arms out on each side i could reach each side when i was in it of course you 
could take the mercury spacecraft with me in it and tuck it away in one little corner of the payload bay now or 
the mid deck as far as that goes what's the biggest difference between going into space today and when you 
did it in the early 60s oh i think the the biggest difference is uh back in those days we didn't know whether we 
could do this thing or not [Music] roger the clock is operating we're underway and so we were trying to find 
out you know do your eye some doctors predicted your eyeballs would change shape you wouldn't be able to 
see or your ears the fluid in the inner ear would give you such vertigo and nausea you wouldn't be able to to 
know what was going on you'd uh just be out of it now here we are 120 some flights later each flight having 
built on the last and we're now out there on the cutting edge of science where on this one flight we'll have 83 
different science research projects some of the things may lead to new types of medicines and treatment of 
disease and and you can't say it's going to happen for sure but we're doing the research in that direction and 
that's thrilling physically what's been the toughest part of getting ready physically uh well i've always stayed 
in reasonably good shape and so getting back in shape again wasn't uh wasn't really the toughest part and 
at my age i can't run as fast or as far as the younger people or things like that i suppose my flexibility is not 
what it was when i was 30 or 40 years younger are you talking about getting in and out of the hatches and 
that sort of thing that's getting in now the hatches and i can do 
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getting in now the hatches and i can do it all right there's no problem except where the other people bend 
over and walk right through a particular hatch i may have to squirm a little bit and get my legs around a 
certain way and and uh i'm not quite as flexible as i once was i wish i started more flexibility training about 20 
years ago well here at the kennedy space center here's what's happening the scheduled launch will not go 
off straight up on the hour two o'clock as planned here's why during that routine 10-minute hold at nine 
minutes and holding some questions developed about some of the electrical system just lights inside nobody 
thinks this is serious but they're taking the extra precautions check it out and that's going to delay the launch 
at least a couple of minutes we think it will be only a couple minutes now dr healy what would they be 
checking on john glenn just now got to raise the stress level at least some right now they're not monitoring 
his his medical state at all but i bet his heart rate's up a bit even though it's the calm cool john glenn maybe 
the other astronauts too and bill harwood what about this doesn't sound like anything serious but you never 
know no it doesn't but they do sound optimistic this is fairly routine to extend a hold if you're not sure about 
what's causing a problem this involves the caution and warning system onboard the space shuttle that alerts 
the crew if there's a problem they're troubleshooting that they expect to clear it shortly and get on with this 
launch so as things now look as things now appear the launch won't go off exactly as scheduled but should 
be going off a couple of minutes after two o'clock the top of the hour we're going to take a break now in our 
cbs news coverage but we'll be right back they have not not yet resumed the countdown here at the kennedy 
space center nobody believes this is a serious problem everybody believes still that this shot is going to go 
off shortly after the top of the hour and 
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shortly after the top of the hour and maybe seven or eight minutes but they have not yet resumed the count 
we'll keep you posted joining us now in our cbs coverage is one of john glenn's original nasa mercury 
mission mates and fellow astronaut with the right stuff gordon cooper for the record you've told 77 year old 
john glenn that you're not jealous gordon at 73 gordon cooper insists that he's too young to go that he's 
saving himself for that trip to mars welcome gordon cooper now you yourself were on what 36 hours of 
mercury flight back in 1963 and for eight days on a gemini flight uh thanks for joining us here today i want to 
ask you what's going through the astronauts mind as they go on hold everybody's been in there for a couple 
of hours they were all primed to go at the top of the hour not happy what's going through their heads well 
they're certainly anxious to get whatever is wrong fixed and they're things that are getting fixed right away 
because the longer you hold the more things might go wrong but i think the from listening to them talk they're 
pretty confident that they're going to get this fixed now when you were strapped into a much smaller capsule 
for a much longer time and were waiting to lift off you actually went to sleep that's correct we had a built-in 


one hour hold in those days and i had my work all done so when we got into the one hour hole and getting 
the range all caught up and ready to go i took a little nap that would be a lot of people's definition of cool very 
very cool give us your perspective your perspective on today what's the most important thing for us to have 
in mind as we await this launch well it's very complex it's hard to explain to people how complex getting a 
spacecraft off is all the thousands and thousands of thousands of things that have to work right have to be 
checked out and have to be brought up to speed and it's it's a miracle you ever get anything off on time really 
due to the complexity but they're going very well so far and hopefully they'll get this minor problem fixed well 
bill harvard thanks gordon you made an interesting 
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thanks gordon you made an interesting point earlier on today in some of your writings that look there's no 
such thing as a routine space shuttle launch it's so complicated and so dangerous it's absolutely true they 
are loaded with a half million pounds of liquid million gallons of liquid fuel to more than four million pounds of 
solid propellant it's going to rock it into orbit to five miles a second in just eight minutes and that's just an 
astonishing feat and when you consider they do it over and over again and bring people back through that 
alive it really does boggle the imagination i think we're all spoiled by science fiction movies that make this all 
look easy but as mr cooper said it is not easy at all well exactly star wars was a movie it wasn't reality star 
trek is a television show this is a reality extra precautions because those seven brave people are in fact 
sitting out there now on one highly explosive huge bit of fuel that's absolutely true you know we're more than 
three miles from that launch pad for a reason and that's that there was an accident during the launch that's 
the explosive power of all that propellant but of course the point is they manage that energy they have 
backup systems on top of backup systems and as you know they've only had one failure in 91 flights to date 
that's the best record of any major rocket system in the world dr healy i want to talk about the stress factor 
listen people who rather crosstown bus in new york every morning think they have stress but this is stress 
with the capital s well you know that is true but there's something about these astronauts i'm impressed they 
seem to be very resistant to stress they seem to be very very cool now up in space we're monitoring cortisol 
levels and epinephrine levels and we'll be measuring their stress but on the surface all of them look very very 
calm dr edy thanks now we're going to take a break here in just a moment but be clear about what's 
happening there is no no extended danger to the astronauts as far as anyone knows they're taking extra 
precautions out there they have not resumed the countdown clock as they expected to do the launch will not 
be going off exactly at two o'clock but it'll go off if all continues to go as we believe it will shortly after this two 
o'clock eastern time hour coming up 
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time hour coming up so we're going to take a short break here uh in in a moment and then be back with the 
launch itself but in the meantime let me remind you that for all of the talk about john glenn you might think 
that he's flying strictly solo bill hardwood did you have some news and they decided to pick up the 
countdown and nasa test director doug lyons says they're going to pick up the count momentarily they've 
cleared their problems so we should be just a few minutes away from picking that count up and getting this 
mission off the ground and that uh almost silent but barely perceptible noise you hear in the background is a 
great who coming out of here at the kennedy space center in florida no big problem they're going to pick up 
the count shortly and that means that shortly after this top of the hour this the launch will go off uh pretty 
much as scheduled maybe a few minutes late but pretty much as scheduled i was saying that you might 
think that john flynn is flying up there solo but he's not he's just one of a magnificent seven on this discovery 
crew as we wait for the launch here's a who's who of the rest of the crew commander curtis brown jr even his 
own mom asked him you're not on the one with glenn are you this will be brown's fifth flight pilot stephen 
lindsey 38 his first space flight was just one year ago payload commander stephen robinson he'll be in 
charge of all the science research though he says he wants to be the first to give glenn a zero gravity 
handshake dr scott perezinski emergency medical specialist he'll be drawing blood from glenn and oversee 
glenn's medical test glenn jokingly calls the doctor igor pedro duque the first spaniard in space crewmates 
call him juan glenn at 35 he's less than half glenn's age he's the only space rookie in this crew dr chiaki 


mukai a heart surgeon will be the first japanese woman to fly twice in space she has a phd in psychology 
now the count clock will show you the clock out there as we look at the sp it's a pad for the moment the clock 
the count clock is resumed remember they had a built-in hold at nine a built-in hole for ten minutes but they 
extended that to check out some lights 


00:24:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=a_UB-NfiWuws&t=1440s 





extended that to check out some lights that weren't looking exactly light uh right but now the countdown clock 
has resumed uh 8 15 14 13 to go and counting as we count down for the launch just over eight minutes from 
now our cbs news coverage will take a break but we'll be right back with you [Music] [Applause] [Music] 
here's the kennedy space center again a hole has been put on the countdown if holding the clock at five 
minutes to lift off and would you believe believe it this is the reason some aircraft some unauthorized aircraft 
it's believed has either wandered or purposely come into the area nasa has picked that up and they're not 
about to let this space shuttle go up until they find out what that's all about now as gordon cooper just 
mentioned it may be that the news at this moment is that some airplane driver is about to lose his license to 
fly if he is indeed flown into this area today but five minutes and holding countdown we don't expect this to be 
a long hold whatsoever and for those of you who don't remember or perhaps never knew uh holes are 
common when it comes to these launches it's such a complicated bit of business and a dangerous bit of 
business let us remind ourselves uh that nobody wants to take any chance on anything now in the early days 
of space countdowns of hours were common in more recent years not so common but still nothing unusual 
about this we've had two minor holes so far five minutes and holding five minutes to launch we still expect 
this chongqing launch to go sometime over the next five or ten minutes go to bill harwood bill put this in 
perspective for us this happens from time to time dan it's a beautiful day down here this is a mission that's 
showing a lot of interest and aircraft obviously go up to launch fly around the area to watch the launch 
occasionally one will stray inside the restricted area they want to find out 
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restricted area they want to find out where they are chase them out and then go ahead and launch so they're 
looking at that they're going to try to contact that pilot and resolve it but it's not all that unusual gordon cooper 
based on your experience would they be likely or unlikely to tell the astronauts uh in the spacecraft why this 
hold is underway oh they'll tell them exactly why they're holding now that raises the question then how many 
curse words are the the astronauts likely to use when somebody says well some cucaroon is flying his 
airplane in here we've got to put a hold on well they're probably not speaking very kindly i mean i wouldn't 
think so again does the frustration level build or do you just sort of get zoned and say listen i'll lift off in this 
thing once they're ready and not before well you kind of have to steal yourself for it because they're just so 
many complex things and things can happen and just remember the fact that john glenn had ten scrubs 
before his first flight it was his 11th try when they finally got off that's a pretty good propriety to remind 
ourselves about that when john glenn went up to be the first american to orbit in space one out of three of the 
rockets of that time were blowing up or otherwise failing now in 91 soon we hope to be 92 launches of the 
space shuttle we've had one failure the catastrophe of the shuttle gives you some idea of how the technology 
how the competency how the efficiency has improved over the years yeah that's very good odds isn't it better 
than on the highway well that's true better than on the highway exactly dr bernadine healey you know we 
talked earlier the stress level has to arise each time you get a hold no matter how cool you are even a brave 
experienced astronaut and pilot like john glenn is bound to have some stress levi if you could talk to the 
astronauts and say well here's a little exercise a little something that reduces stress what would you say i 
would say think about those experiments you're going to do in a couple of hours and 
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couple of hours and focus on them and you heard senator glenn he said to you that's the thing he's really 
worried about so i suspect he's being pretty cool uh considering he's been there before good point just go 
back over your homework that's right did you do that when you were waiting for your shots other than the 


time you went to sleep while waiting for it to go off i think every everybody does that actually well here's this 
aircraft now well here's here's the person we think may uh be losing his pilot's license this aircraft appeared 
out of nowhere well perhaps you heard that audio this aircraft now what in the world could that be bill 
harwood hard to say it could just be a pleasure pilot out watching the launch again it's a beautiful day pilots 
do come to this area in small planes to watch aircraft watch the shuttle take off but there are boundaries 
they're supposed to stay out of obviously one at least a strut has strayed into that area i've heard listening to 
the nasa loop here that the radar is saturated the word they used there may be more than one aircraft in the 
area they're trying to get that sorted out and that's why that oh if for those of you at home are watching with 
us here and you're saying yourself hey i thought this thing was going to go off at two o'clock eastern time 
should have gone up to 10 minutes ago the reason right now that we're on a hold the countdown five 
minutes and holding is that at least one aircraft and bill harwood says the radar they say quote saturated 
maybe more than one aircraft this is unusual is it not bill i don't remember this happening before well no it 
has happened it's happened earlier in the program i think here again this flight has drawn so much attention 
that it's not unusual that you would have a lot more aircraft in the area than normal to watch the launch and if 
one gets out of the boundary a little bit that's going to cause this sort of a problem it could be a totally 
innocent thing where somebody simply made a mistake reading the map gordon cooper is kept the control 
towers uh those who regulate the the the air corridors be in touch with this pilot and say hey horse get it out 
of here well he could be flying under vfr conditions not even any touch with a with a control tower and just 
flying along without any radio contact at all 
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along without any radio contact at all well let's put it in some perspective this is a delay a lay of source but it's 
a very slight hitch in the overall giddy up five minutes hold the countdown will start as soon as they can get 
this pilot get his attention and get him out of the area out of the whole area code probably very quickly as 
soon as they can contact him and anybody else who's flying over the plan then will be to resume the 
countdown the it's been a picture-perfect countdown except for two things one oh what about less than a half 
hour ago somebody thought they saw a little bit of difficulty with the lights so they didn't resume the count 
exactly on time got that all straightened out then they did resume the count then everything seemed to be 
going perfectly and then this aircraft this unauthorized aircraft in the area appears on the radar screen so 
now we have this hold so we're at least five plus minutes away from launch and with that in mind our cbs 
news coverage is going to take a break but we'll be right back with you [Music] john glenn return to space 
sponsored in part by ensure complete balance nutrition to help you stay healthy active energetic [Music] and 
the countdown has resumed we're inside the five-minute mark now that renegade aircraft that delayed the 
count for a while is uh out of the area so we're four minutes and 22 seconds counting down let's go to cbs 
news correspondent cheryl atkinson when you have those delays cheryl the families have to be worried 
whether the astronauts are or not well as they say the waiting is the hardest part and that has to be 
especially true for the families the children the wives the husband of the one female astronaut who are here 
watching this today nasa has done everything it can to make the family members feel comfortable going so 
far as to let them 
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going so far as to let them actually get in a flight simulator and land it to see how safe it actually is and how it 
is to operate annie glenn john glenn's wife was able to do we're told an almost perfect landing in the shuttle 
flight simulator his daughter lynn glenn she says uh crashed it so she didn't have as good a landing as as her 
mother did but nasa has gone to extra steps to make sure the families do feel a part of this and do feel safe 
and comfortable with the technology so that they know their loved ones are in the best of hands when they're 
sitting out there sheryl atkinson thanks three minutes 27 26 25 24 23 and counting down bill harwood let's 
talk about what's going to happen over the next 60 to 90 seconds first they're going to get ready to test the 
the system that moves the main engine nozzles that's the steering system of the shuttle the wing flaps the 
yellow ones to make sure absolutely that they'll work properly they have a little problem with one of the 
steering systems on the shuttle that they knew about in advance they just announced that they're going to do 


a fix to fix that so the countdown shouldn't stop at this point and hopefully they'll count it right down and 
launch and in inside the last 90 seconds what you'll be looking for and listening for pressurizing the fuel tank 
the crew's got their visors locked they're ready for this for the launch at 31 seconds to launch dan the 
shuttle's four flight computers will take over the count down and from that way from that point on down it's 
fully automatic the ground can order a stop at some point between then but if unless something major 
happens the shuttle's computers will count it down from 31 when it hits zero takes off two minutes and thirty 
two twenty nine and counting down former astronaut gordon cooper american hero and very experienced 
astronaut at this stage in the countdown if you're a praying man are you praying no you're not praying you're 
ready to go and it's getting down close where you're really getting serious about this whole thing whatever 
praying has been been already been done it's already been done you're ready range is no go bill harvey 
we're going to hold the countdown at 31 seconds i don't know yet if this is another airplane back in the area 
or not they're going to count down to 31 seconds which 
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going to count down to 31 seconds which is a standard hold point but they're going to hold right there and 
see if they can resolve the problem so the clock will continue to run down to 31 seconds they will hold at 31 
seconds for what reason we do not know now again this does not mean that we're going to have any 
extended hole it doesn't we simply don't know what it means they have a window into what time to go to 
settings theoretically go as late as 4 30 eastern time this afternoon a two and a half hour launch window but 
dan we're inside of five minutes they've already started the hydraulic system on the orbiter they can only hold 
for about five minutes or so at 31 seconds or they've got to stop it and go back and recycle and at this point 
we simply don't know but that doesn't appear to be likely although it could happen live shot in new concord 
ohio john glenn's hometown the hometown and the neighbors and townspeople who gave him those values 
that have made him a an american hero and the word comes the ranges go dan exactly right they're going to 
remove that 31 second hold i think and count it right down i think this must be a case of an aircraft drifting in 
and out of the area we'll just have to wait and see well let's watch and listen as the clock goes down we'll see 
whether they stop it at 31 seconds as they previously thought they might have to we don't think they're going 
to do it so it's 42 41 40. and the launch is now only just over a half a minute to go for auto sequence start 
they're going to count it down and launch now t minus 20 20 seconds t minus 15. t-minus ten nine eight we 
have a go for engine start five four three two one booster ignition and liftoff of discovery with a crew of six 
astronaut 
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discovery with a crew of six astronaut heroes and one american legend discovery roll program roger 
discovery [Music] so discover houston go throttle up [Music] so one minute and 50 seconds into the flight 
discovery now at an altitude of 25 miles traveling at a speed of 2 900 miles an hour the next event will be 
burnout and separation of discovery's 
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burnout and separation of discovery's twin solid rocket boosters [Music] discover houston two engine banjo 
copy two engine banjo capcom susan still informing the crew that in the event of a single engine failure 
discovery could now reach the transatlantic abort site at banjuel however telemetry indicating all three 
engines continuing to perform well and discovery's performance to this point two and a half minutes into the 
flight has been as expected discovery now traveling at a speed of 3 500 miles per hour at an altitude of 43 
miles downrange from the kennedy space center 70 miles all systems are continuing to perform well three 
minutes into the flight discovery now traveling at a speed of 3850 miles per hour downrange from the 
kennedy space center at a distance of 86 miles just about five minutes of powered flight remaining on board 
three minutes and 40 seconds into the flight discovery now traveling at a speed of 4 600 miles per hour 


downrange from the kennedy space center just about 135 miles telemetry indicating that all systems on 
board are negative discovery copies negative return and with that call discovery is now too far downrange 
and it's gained 
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far downrange and it's gained too much altitude to return to the kennedy space center in the event of an 
engine failure houston press to atf failure at this point they can still get into orbit could probably accomplish 
their mission so i guess it's never safe to breathe easy during a shuttle launch but they certainly are over the 
hump the boosters worked well the main engine so far worked flawlessly and they should be in orbit in about 
four minutes from right now now why the upside down for several reasons dan one is structurally for the 
vehicle but also when they originally built the space shuttle it didn't have a communication satellite devoted 
to that spacecraft the antenna or on the roof of the orbiter so as you went uphill you wanted the antenna 
facing down to the ground stations in this flight today in about a minute they're going to roll back heads up 
again so that the antennas on top of the orbiter can reach the new communication satellite that's a recent 
change because they shut down a tracking station in bermuda to save money it's the faster better cheaper 
nasa as you might say and gordon cooper this is a reminder that when you made your flights in the early 60s 
as we look at the crowd at the national air and space museum in washington there were no microchips yet 
no velcro yet and no communication satellites yet that's right and we were out of communications a good 
part of the time while going around the world that had to be eerie and scary to say the least you're out of 
communication with anybody for long periods of time well i think it worried the people on the ground more 
than the ones who were airborne and because they were always concerned that something would go wrong 
when you're out of communication bill what should we be looking for now the next most critical moments of 
the flight well they're going to roll heads up as i was saying the vehicle will literally roll around its long axis to 
put the shuttle on top of the external tank the main engines will cut off at about 8 minutes and 30 seconds 
into flight they'll be weightless john glenn will experience weightlessness for the first time in 36 years right 
now however the g-forces are building up the shuttle is getting faster and faster 
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getting faster and faster because it's getting lighter and lighter as it burns up its fuel so he's really getting 
pushed back into his chair right now he's over two g's approaching three g's at this moment but once he hits 
that eight minutes and 30 seconds they shut those engines down he's going to get that thrill that gordon 
cooper experienced quite a few years back and i'm sure he's going to enjoy it he's going to get a thrill no 
doubt he'll enjoy it but dr bernardine healey any any danger to his health but before you answer that let's 
pause and see a replay of the liftoff at this point three plus miles from the launch site our cbs broadcast 
booth was shaking like a sustained it was in a sustained earthquake and no matter how many times you see 
it no matter every time you've been here always an awe-inspiring sight it is amazing that it looks so routine 
dan even when it's obviously not drilled i'll get back to the answer question in a moment but right now we're 
waiting for main engine cutoff while we await that we're going to take a slight break our cbs news coverage 
of the launch the successful launch of space shuttle discovery will continue aboard space shuttle discovery 
they are now checkmate bill harwood they are now in orbit that's right dan the main engine shut down right 
on schedule they've got another rocket firing in about 30 minutes 35 minutes or so that'll circularize that orbit 
at an altitude of about 340 miles but they're right where they want to be i think the everything's gone just by 
the book once we got off the ground of course the countdown was a little rocky but the ass in itself was 
absolutely flawless and minutes before launch john glenn was given the send-off of godspeed from 
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given the send-off of godspeed from scott carpenter the same man who gave that famous message 36 years 
ago president clinton who arrived with the first lady at the launch site early this afternoon called it quote a 
great day for america and a great day for our senior citizens unquote here's a videotape replay of the 
absolutely perfect launch once we got past the possibility of a hold at 31 seconds which is not materialized 


off she went and there she goes launch control in its final words the seven member crew before launch said 
let the wings of discovery lift us into the future now to borrow liberally from star trek terminology john glenn is 
setting out to prove that getting older is not the final frontier the human adventure is just beginning dr healy 
john glenn's going to perform these medical experiments up there they're now in orbit he's got plenty of time 
to take them underway of the medical experiments which one is the most interesting and most important in 
your judgment well i think the one on sleep we know so little about it here on earth we older people do have 
problems with sleep degradation waking up john glenn may solve that problem for us up in space maybe 
that's what the president met when he said was a great day for senior citizens for all of us bill harwood uh it's 
been so perfect we keep our fingers crossed in our prayers right up to the moment that it continues to be so 
uh the greatest time of danger has passed but they are in potential peril the whole time they're up there well 
of course they're traveling at five miles per second there's debris up there from old satellites you're in a 
pressurized vehicle if something goes wrong that's that has all kinds of consequences but but they've never 
had a problem like that in flight and i think they're probably confident right now that the hard parts behind 
them now they got to get on with the real work 
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real work gordon cooper what an honor to be with you here this afternoon sir thank you dan and give us a 
closing thought what you're thinking now have you seen that thing replayed at least twice now well that was 
a good launch i know john's really pleased and so we all thanks for being with us this afternoon and so today 
a history making publicity making sentimental science trip to space but also so much more make no mistake 
among other things what's writing on this shuttle mission along with 77 year old john glenn and six other 
brave astronauts is the next phase of the space age mars or bust go or no go the technology the new 
propulsion systems like the radically new ion powered deep space 1 unmanned spacecraft even now on its 
way to an asteroid 120 million miles from earth nasa making it all faster better and cheaper may make mars 
seem more within reach this mission today among others will help determine whether human systems can 
survive the long journey to mars and beyond a lot of aging armchair astronauts and their wide-eyed children 
and nasa are hoping as the great science fact and fiction writer isaac asimov once put it this kind of star trek 
gives people a reason to think there is a future and the future will be good for cbs news dan rather at the 
kennedy space center in florida we'll see you later on tonight's cbs evening news 


END 


